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His summer work, to which he had turned with reluctance and had rapidly finished hy the end of August, was the campaign biography of [Franklin Pierce, his life-long friend, who was now a candidate for the Presidency. It is a brief but sufficient book,1 done well though without distinction, and it holds no real place among his works. Much adverse criticism has, however, been made upon him for writing it at all. It is thought that as a man of letters he lost dignity by using his skill for a political end, and also that as a Northerner he placed himself upon the wrong side in the important public questions then coming to a great national crisis. This is an unjust view. It has already become plain, in the course of the story of his life, that he was not a reformer nor in any real sympathy with reform. He was not only not an abolitionist, which in itself, in view of the closeness of his association with the friends of the cause, argues great immobility in his character; he was, on the contrary, a Democrat in national politics, and took the party view of the slavery question, not with any energy, but placidly and stolidly, so far as one can judge. In fact he took little or no interest in the matter. There was no objection in his mind to writing the biography because of Pierce?s political position; he did not hesitate on that score. He did not hang back, on the other hand, because he felt that he could
1 Life of Franklin Pierce*   By Nathaniel Hawthorne.  Boston : Ticknor, Reed and Fields.   1852.   Pp. 144.    12mo.